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Health mainly concerns the elderly... 
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Admissions to Mater Dei, 2008-2012 
(by year of birth, based on ECS) 



What is eHealth, exactly? 

In the Ministry’s 2009-2013 eHealth Strategy a 
European Commission definition was used: 

The use of modern information and 
communication technologies to meet 
needs of citizens, patients, healthcare 
professionals, and healthcare 
providers, as well as policy makers. 
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“eHealth for all” 

The 2009-2013 eHealth Strategy is not 
age-differentiated, it caters for all 

By default it addresses the needs of 
the elderly more than the young 

Citizen-facing applications abide by 
Government standards that facilitate 
online access 
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eHealth Vision 

 

To use ICT to attain an effective, 
integrated and sustainable healthcare 
system that is centred on the patient 
 

(eHealth 2009-2013 Strategy document) 
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eHealth Vision 
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eHealth Strategic Objectives 
2009-2013 
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eHealth Initiatives 
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eHealth Systems 

Integrated Health Information System 

 This is the flagship suite of integrated patient-
centric systems that are generating an 
electronic health record for Maltese patients 

 Already includes patient administration, digital 
imaging, electronic test ordering and results 
across all Government hospitals & health 
centres 
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Medical imaging 
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Electronic ordering and results 
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eHealth Portal 
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eHealth Portal:  
Reliable health information 
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eHealth Portal:  
Reliable health information 
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eHealth Portal: Lifestyle support 
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Online services (e.g. EHIC) 
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myHealth Portal 
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myHealth Portal 
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myHealth Portal 
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Is myHealth reaching  
older people? 

 

Population aged 60+: 22% 

 

myHealth users who are 60+: 26% 
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How can myHealth reach more 
older people? 

Possession of e-ID is essential 

Personal attendance at Evans 
necessary for MHA to give e-ID; this 
can be a challenge for older people 

MDH has placed an office at the 
disposal of MHA for e-ID registration 

16 Nov 2012 Slide 21 



Already in the pipeline... 

Integrated Health Information System 
(Phase 2)  

Includes several systems that will 
improve patient service: e.g. 

Pharmacy & Patient Medication 
Record (PMR) systems 

Primary Health Care (PHC) System 
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Already in the pipeline... 2 

 

 

 

 Interoperability of electronic health 
records between EU Member States 

Strong impetus to health data 
standardisation 
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Thoughts for the future... 

ICT support for disease management 

Personal health records / data vault 

Accept automatic or manual input of 
patient’s own data 

Automatically transfer data to 
intelligent systems to improve quality 
of primary care 
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Thoughts for the future... 2 

ICT support for independent living 
 

Build on “Telecare” concept 
 

Develop intelligent households that 
keep relatives and health carers 
informed on the condition of elderly 
living alone 
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“Smart homes” (e.g. Lifelink, AU) 
(CompanionAble, FP7 project, Eur7.8M) 

16 Nov 2012 Slide 26 



Robots (e.g. Hector)  
(CompanionAble, FP7 project, Eur7.8M) 
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Summing up... 

Ministry’s focus will continue to be on: 

Development of systems for health 
professionals and patients (esp. IHIS, 
eHealth and myHealth portals) 

Development of eHealth standards to 
facilitate the engagement of more 
partners in eHealth systems 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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